
Minutes of Joint Policing Committee Meeting held in the Council Chamber, 
Aras an Chontae, Longford on 

Monday, 4th March 2019 at 4.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:
Councillor Gerry Warnock
PRESENT:
Councillors -   John Browne Mick Cahill, Joe Flaherty, Paraic Brady, 
Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, Paul Ross, Paraic Brady, Seamus Butler and P.J. Reilly

Ms. Madeline Bennett, Ms. Emma Kiernan.

Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive.


Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer.


Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.


Chief Superintendent Tony Healy.

Superintendent Jim Delaney.

Acting Superintendent Padraic Jones


Inspector Blaithin Moran


Sergeant Ursula Hussey.

APOLOGIES:-
 Councillors - Colm Murray, Gerard Farrell,

 Martin Mulleady
 Ms. Rosalind Greene, Mr. Peter Cox, Mr. Luke Casey.
MEETINGS

ADMINISTRATOR: 
Anne Lee.  
ADOPTION OF MINUTES. 
On the proposal of Councillor P. O’Toole seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the minutes of Joint Policing Committee meeting held on the 3rd December 2018, as circulated.
MATTERS ARISING.

None. 

GARDA REPORT

Superintendent Jim Delaney briefed the members on the following –
· Statistics  -
· Serious Assaults. 

· Burglaries.

· Theft from vehicles.

· Shop theft

· Public Order incidents.

· Crimes against persons.

Superintendent Delaney referred to the increased visibility of the Gardai and the proactive engagement between the Gardai and the public. 
Superintendent Delaney replied to the following issues were raised by the members -

· Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2019

· CCTV – usage of CCTV Cameras by the Gardai and the number of times CCTV cameras are accessed by the Gardai in conjunction with the Local Authority staff.

· Anti-social behaviour.  

· Unexplained excess wealth by families in Longford town.

· Upgrade of Edgeworthstown, Ballymahon and Longford Garda Stations.

Supt. Delaney acknowledged the work of the Joint Policing Committee over the past five years, in particular Councillor Gerry Warnock for his excellent work as Chairperson of the Committee. 

Acting Superintendent Jones briefed the members on the following and replied to queries raised –
· Statistics  - 

· Assaults.

· Burglaries.

· Drugs offences. 

Chief Superintendent Healy also referred to the increased visibility of the Gardai and community engagement.  He thanked the public for their support in tackling crime and asked for continued assistance from the public to help the Gardai to deal with crime in the county.

LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORT

Mr. C. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer, updated the members on the following  and replied to queries raised  -
· Funding Programmes.

· Work of the Regeneration Department in Longford County Council. 

· Unfinished Housing Estates.

· Longford Intercultural Strategy. 

· Age Friendly Programme. 

Ciaran gave details regarding the National Community Weekend Event Fund 2019.

This Scheme is a National initiative funded by the Department of Rural & Community Development to support small events that will celebrate, develop and deepen the spirit of community in Ireland.  Events will take place over the May Bank Holiday weekend.  Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is Friday, 15th March 2019.

Additional Community CCTV Camera at Oakvale, Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to approve the installation of an additional CCTV camera at Oakvale, Longford, in accordance with report dated 28th February 2019 received from the ICT Section, Longford County Council. 
Property Marking Machine.

C. Murphy gave an update regarding the purchase of a Property Marking Machine at a cost of €5,500 – funding to be provided by Longford County Council. 

It was agreed that the Property Marking Machine will be held in the County Council offices and the use of the machine will be monitored by staff in the Local Authority.

The Council reserves the right to issue a monetary charge in the event of the Machine being broken while in the use.  

Ciaran confirmed that the launch of the Property Marking Machine will be held before the May meeting of Longford County Council on the 8th May 2019.

LONGFORD JPC 2018 ANNUAL REPORT.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt 2018 Longford Joint Policing Annual Report, as circulated.
ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) ACT 2018  -  REFERRED FROM JANUARY 2019 MEETING OF LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL.

A briefing on the Road Traffic (Amendment) Act 2019 was given.
UPDATE ON LONGFORD JOINT ACTION PLAN
Mr. P. Mahon, Chief Executive, updated the members on the Pilot Programme for Ardnacassa Regeneration.   Paddy acknowledged the work of Ray Murphy, Co-ordinator of the Plan, who has resigned from Longford County Council to take up a new post. 
The members welcomed the ongoing focussed approach and ongoing improvements in the area particularly in relation to Public Lighting, CCTV, litter/dumping issues, dog control/animal welfare, neighbourhood watch, estate clean up day and management of vacant houses. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING.
T.B.C.
Conclusion.

Councillor Warnock acknowledged the work of the members of the Joint Policing Committee during the past five years and referred to the collaborative approach between the Joint Policing Committee, Longford County Council members and staff and the Garda Authorities in the County.  

This concluded the business of the meeting.

Signed: 



             Anne Lee,

              Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Joint Policing Committee Meeting held on the 

29th July 2019.
Signed:   __________________

               Chairperson.[image: image1.jpg]
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